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The objectives of this course are to learn about German law, specifically German Civil Law, as one area of foreign law which
had a significant impact on the formation of Japanese law, to reconsider the origins of the Japanese legal system, and to
become able to hold a perspective which relativizes that fundamental framework and interpretive theory.
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The lectures will cover German law with a focus on German Civil Law and look at various related problems from a comparative
law perspective.

First, we will take a simple bird's—eye view of German law as a whole and then follow the arguments within the drafting
process of the German Civil Code as well as the historical developments within German Civil Law from the establishment of the
German Civil Code up to the present to clarify the characteristics of German law and German Civil Law in particular. At that
time, we will reference issues such as the recent trends in German civil law, especially the trends since the major revision to
the claims section of the German Civil Code in 2001, the spread of the idea of consumer protection, and the increase in the
influence of EU law.

In addition, we will follow the structure of the German Civil Code to survey the disciplinary details of the Book of General
Provisions of the Civil Code, Law of Obligation, Law of Property, Family Law, and Law of Succession in that order as we cover
the important fundamental concepts, various systems, and contemporary topics in German civil law while keeping the impact on
Japan'’s Civil Law interpretive theory in perspective.

Finally, we will introduce a very simple overview of legal areas outside of Civil Law.
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