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授業の目標（Course Objectives） 

Students will gain an overview of Japanese history through the study of social movements and protest, and make connections 

between historical events and contemporary happenings.  

 

Students will learn to conduct research into contemporary issues, improving their media literacy and ability to make historical 

and global connections to local issues. They will also hone their ability to read academic articles and to write research papers. 

 

授業の内容（Course Contents） 

This course investigates the role of social movements in enacting social, cultural, and political change in Japanese history. We 

will bring an awareness of contemporary movements when studying historical protests, and an understanding of deep historical 

roots when examining the social movements of today. This course will ask, among many other questions- Who gets to be 

defined as 'Japanese'? Why is Japanese society often described as 'low-conflict'? How do social movements and protests 

function as agents of cultural/political/social change? What role does the media play in social movements? How are social 

movements linked across the globe?  

 

授業計画（Course Schedule） 

1. Introduction – Is Japan a ‘Low Conflict’ Society 

2. Who is a ‘Kokumin’? The subjectivity of the protesting body  

3. Reassessing the Meiji Restoration  

4. The Turbulent Early 20th Century 

5. Radical Women Write Their Lives: Early Feminist Voices  

6. Ultranationalism in Interwar Japan  

7. Decolonizing the Empire 

8. Midterm Presentations  

9. The LDP New World Order and its Discontents 

10. Against A Nuclear Japan  

11. Students at the Barricades  

12. Bubble Japan: The End of Protest?  

13. Contemporary Japanese Society and Social Movements  

14. Final Presentations  

 

授業時間外（予習・復習等）の学習（Study Required Outside of Class） 

Students will be expected to complete the weekly reading assignments before each class session, and should allot at least 60 

minutes per week to read. Additionally, students will write a reading response and post it online each week. Completing the 

readings and reading responses ahead of each week's class will ensure the students are prepared to actively participate in class 

discussion and receive good marks for in-class participation. 

 

成績評価方法・基準（Evaluation） 

最終レポート(Final Report)(30%)/Class Participation(40%)/Reading Responses(20%)/Midterm Presentations(10%) 

 

テキスト（Textbooks） 

なし 

 

参考文献（Readings） 

Readings will be distributed in class, either in hardcopy or sent out in pdf format.  

 

その他（HP 等）（Others(e.g.HP)） 



 

 

注意事項（Notice） 

It is recommended that the student’s English level is at or above  

TOEFL iBT 76，IELTS 6.0, TOEIC 700 , or TOEIC IP 700. 


