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授業の目標（Course Objectives） 

This course has three objectives.  

You should be able to  

 (1) gain basic knowledge about the people who are labelled as refugees, migrants and stateless people, as well as the 

international society's basic frameworks to support them. 

 (2) explain critically about the labels and the solutions, which have been formulated by the international society, 

 (3) improve research skills and presentation skills in a logical manner. 

 

It's important to learn the above because the numbers of such people are increasing. You might be one of them or you might 

become so. If not, you still live in the same society as a neighbor, a class mate, a colleague, a customer, etc. Getting to know 

people is often the first step to reduce fears, discrimination and misunderstandings, and helps you take actions when necessary. 

 

授業の内容（Course Contents） 

As shown below, we will learn about many labels, and the roles of some key UN organizations. We will study not only the legal 

definitions but also the reasons why they were made, how and by whom they were formulated, expanded or used in a very 

restricted manner.  We will see what kind of solutions are supposed to be provided to such people and the realities. Some of 

them have found their own ways to manage the difficult situations. We will also pay attention to the rapid development of the 

digital/AI technologies for registration. It creates both opportunities and risks. Considering the ambiguities of the labels, very 

limited access to the solutions and differences among those under the same label, we need to ask what the label of nationals 

really means to such persons.  

 

I will explain basic information about the legal definitions or solutions formulated by the international society, and then the 

students  conduct their own research to examine the realities against the international framework. In the class discussions, we 

try to analyse the situations from different positions. 

 

This course is highly participatory. You are required to (1) read the key materials explained by the lecturer or presenters before 

the class, so that you can actively participate in the discussions (2) find a piece of news relevant to the topic of the week and 

share it with your classmates and read those posted by others.  They can be used as examples in the discussions. (3) conduct 

research and do two presentations (depending on the number of participants, the number might change) and answer to all the 

questions from your classmates in writing if you cannot answer right away (4) improve your presentation materials after your 

presentation reflecting feedback from the class, and (5) write a term paper. 

 

I will share my experiences from the field in a total of eight countries while working mainly for UNICEF, UNHCR, UNTAC and 

JICA when appropriate. You are encouraged to share your own experiences as well if relevant to the topic. 

 

授業計画（Course Schedule） 

1. Introduction,  Objectives, Getting to know each other. Guidelines for presentation, research tips, The roles of the UN and 

its limitations. 

2. Refugees 1 The establishment of UNHCR, and the definition of refugees by the Refugee Convention and its protocol, as 

well as its expansion. The rights of the refugees. 

3. Refugees 2:  Status Determination (mini exercise) and Complementary protection, Three durable solutions, protracted 

refugees, mixed migration/survival migration, the global compact on refugees including alternative solutions. 

4. Refugees 3: Refugees in the world 

5. Refugees 4: Refugees in Japan 

6. Migrants 1: Lack of international legal definition of migrants. Different concepts of migrants, ILO, IOM, Int'l laws on the 

foreign workers and their families, SDGs and the Global Compact for Safe, orderly and Regular Migration.  



7. Migrants 2: Migrants.  

8. Preparation: country of origin & key issues concerning the guest speaker 

9. Guest Speaker 

10. Statelessness  1: The definition by the international law, and its relation to the refugees and migrants. The statelessness 

in situ.  The rights of stateless people (Two conventions and regional agreements) Its relation to the multiple 

nationalities. 

11. Statelessness 2. Major causes of statelessness and the role of Gov., UNHCR and its partners.  # I Belong Campaign  

12. Statelessness 2: Birth registration and ID for Development. Japan's "Mukoseki", Benefits and risks of utilizing the 

biometrics and AI technologies for registration. 

13. Statelessness 3: Those who wish to remain stateless, nationalities on sale, multiple nationalities. 

14. Conclusion: What is the solution, and for whom?  

 

授業時間外（予習・復習等）の学習（Study Required Outside of Class） 

  You will need 

 (1) several hours to prepare for your presentation. if it's your turn, Please start two weeks in advance.  

 (2) a couple of hours to prepare for your answers to the questions/comments given by your classmates after your 

presentation, 

 (3) 1-2 hours to read key materials before each class. 

 (4) About 30 minutes to write your feedback to presenters during/after the class.  

 (5) Some hours to revise your presentation materials and your answer sheets reflecting comments from the class, 

 (6) 10 minutes per week to find and post a relevant piece of news and 30 minutes per week to read news posted by others.  

 (7) Several days to write your term paper. 

 

成績評価方法・基準（Evaluation） 

Presentations and revisions(20%)/Your answers to the questions/comments from the class, revisions.(10%)/Your 

comments/questions to the presenters,(15%)/your active participations in the group work and class discussions(15%)/Your news 

posting(10%)/最終レポート(Final Report)(30%) 

This course is highly participatory, so your full attendance is required. We start from the basics. Only if you are very serious to 

study on this issue, please take this course. 

 

テキスト（Textbooks） 

Before the seminar starts, you might like to enjoy watching some videos and play a computer game on UNHCR's home page. On 

the top page, please click what we do, click education and click teaching about refugees and teaching about stateless.  

 

参考文献（Readings） 

1. Betts, Alexander. 2009. Forced Migration and Global Politics. Wiley-Blackwell (ISBN-10 : 1405180315 ISBN-13 : 978-

1405180313) 

2. Hathaway, James C.. 2014. The Law of Refugee Status 2nd edition. Cambridge University Press (ISBN-10 : 9781107012516 

ISBN-13 : 978-1107012516) 

3. Sadiq, Kamal. 2010. Paper Citizens. Oxford University Press (ISBN-10 : 0199764638 ISBN-13 : 978-0199764631) 

4. Pincock,Kate, Alexander Betts and Evan Easton-Calabria. 2020. The Global Governed?: Refugees as Providers of Protection 
and Assistance (Cambridge Asylum and Migration Studies). Cambridge University Press (ISBN-10 : 1108816703 ISBN-13 : 978-

1108816700) 

5. Bloom, Tendayi, Katharne Tonkiss and Philipp Cole. 2017. Understanding Statelessness. Routledge (ISBN-10 : 0367138603 

ISBN-13 : 978-0367138608) 

6. Edwards, Alice. 2016. Statelessness under International Law. Cambridge University Press (ISBN-10 : 1316601137 ISBN-13 : 

978-1316601136) 

7. Cohen, Robin. 2020. Encountering Differences. Routledge (ISBN-10 : 9781509508808) 

 

その他（HP 等）（Others(e.g.HP)） 

Most of the key materials and statistics can be found on the HP of UN, UNHCR, UNICEF,ILO, WHO, World Bank, OECD, EU, 

African Union, Migration and Policy Institute, and the Institute of Statelessness and Inclusion. I will explain how to find 

necessary materials on the HPs. I will provide some other key materials. You may use additional materials from reliable sources 

for your presentations. The syllabus might be modified according to the English level and the interests of the students. 

 

注意事項（Notice） 

 


