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授業の目標（Course Objectives） 

Does humanity have a dualistic image? This course will focus on examining the meaning and symbolism associated with 

monsters from a range of texts in order to answer that question. From perspectives on mythology and fairytale, psychology, 

history, and literature, we will investigate using discussion-based Socratic method.  

 

授業の内容（Course Contents） 

Discussion topics will include comparisons of the nurturing versus monstrous women, representations of conflicts between 

logical thought and religious belief, colonialism and the monstrous, the erotic-grotesque, and the discourse surrounding death 

and beauty. We will attempt to draw conclusions of what really constitutes the monstrous and how the meaning of monsters 

changes over time. 

 

授業計画（Course Schedule） 

1. Course Introduction Lecture and short introduction activity 

2. Lecture on Monster Theory. Discussion of reading "On Monsters" by Stephen Asma. 

3. Early Monsters: Lecture and Discussion of "Perseus" (Edith Hamilton's Mythology version). 

4. Early Monsters: Lecture and Discussion of "Theseus" (Edith Hamilton's Mythology version). 

5. 19th Century Monsters: Lecture and Discussion of poems "It's coming — the postponeless Creature —" and "The Frost 

of Death was on the Pane -" by Emily Dickinson 

6. 19th Century Monsters: Lecture and Discussion of "Demons of the Sea" by William Hope Hodgson 

7. Explanation of the Midterm report (lecture and practice activity) 

8. 20th Century Monsters: Lecture and Discussion of "The Tale of the Captured Souls" 

9. 20th Century Monsters: Lecture and Discussion of "Uncle Monday" by Zora Neale Hurston. 

10. 20th Century Monsters: Lecture and Discussion of "The Smoking Room" by Shirley Jackson. 

11. 20th Century Monsters: Lecture and Discussion of "Other People" by Neil Gaiman. 

12. 21st Century Monsters: Lecture and Discussion of "The Haunted Blizzard" by Aviaq Johnson 

13. 21st Century Monsters: "Bread and Salt" by Elana Gomel 

14. Final wrap-up discussion, explanation of the final report 

 

授業時間外（予習・復習等）の学習（Study Required Outside of Class） 

Students are expected to complete both in-class and out-of-class assignments on time. Students should be prepared to read 

text in English each week and to write their reports and other assignments in English as well.  

 

成績評価方法・基準（Evaluation） 

最終レポート(Final Report)(40%)/中間レポート(Midterm Report)(30%)/In-class participation(30%) 

 

テキスト（Textbooks） 

Handouts will be distributed by the instructor. Students do not have to buy a textbook. 

 

参考文献（Readings） 

1. Stephen Asma. 2009. On Monsters 

2. Jeffrey Jerome Cohen. 1996. Monster Theory: Reading Culture 

3. Matt Kaplan. 2012. Medusa's Gaze and Vampire's Bite: The Science of Monsters 

Students do not have to buy these books. These are just recommended books for further reading. 

 

その他（HP 等）（Others(e.g.HP)） 

 

 



注意事項（Notice） 

 


