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授業の目標（Course Objectives） 

This English literature course aims to help students develop their English abilities in the four core skills of listening, reading, 

speaking, and writing through a combination of various texts, media and in-class activities. Students enrolled in this course will 

have the opportunity to enhance their abilities to analyze a text of literature through close reading of the original text, the 

provision of supplementary notes, letters by the author, videos and audio materials to aid students in their reading and 

interpretation of the source text from various perspectives and thereby facilitate their overall understanding of Jack Kerouac’s 

beat-generation classic novel, On the Road. 

 

In terms of skills related to English ability and proficiency, students will have the opportunity to improve their English listening 

skills through the interpretations of the text provided by their teacher in class, listening to some audio recordings of Kerouac 

reading his own poetry and prose, and by watching videos about the author (Jack Kerouac) or his writings, presented by other 

professors, analysts, critics and fans, which will be recommended as a way to supplement their knowledge of the course, in 

addition to improving their listening comprehension skills. Pair and group discussions will be held in regular classes on questions 

directly related to the text and given to students beforehand to prepare. Presentations will also be conducted in class towards 

the end of the semester (around Week 12 of the course) to help students improve their written proficiency (in preparing for the 

presentation) and their spoken English proficiency when they give the presentation in class. Three written homework 

assignments will be assigned on three separate supplementary materials relating to characters who appear in Kerouac’s famous 

novel.  Some guidelines on how to complete these assignments will also be provided by the teacher, to help students improve 

their abilities in English written composition and expression.  

 

Finally, for the course project, students will be required to conduct some extensive reading on their own, outside of class time, 

by choosing and reading another book by Kerouac or related to Kerouac (such as biographies). Students will keep a journal on 

new vocabulary, interesting or favourite quotations and brief summaries of the reading content as they proceed throughout the 

semester. Students will submit their course project at the end of the semester for evaluation.   

 

Successful completion of this course should indicate an understanding of: 

1. the historical background and contexts of the beat generation and many of the poets, novelists and artists associated with 

this ‘movement’ and its times; 

2. the style, structure, aesthetics and aims of Kerouac’s prose, with a particular focus on his original spontaneous prose 

composition method and its connection to jazz; 

3. several ways of analyzing a text, through supplementary readings and slides provided in class. 

 

This course also involves the development of the following skills: 

1. the ability to interpret and discuss a text, based on its historical and cultural context 

2. the ability to inform an original text through the use of secondary sources 

3. the ability to interpret and understand the literary analysis of other critics and writers 

4. the ability to present an argument or summary of one’s opinion on or assessment of a literary work  

 

授業の内容（Course Contents） 

This course, predominantly conducted in English, will offer enrolled students the opportunity to read and discuss Jack 

Kerouac’s groundbreaking beat-generation novel, On the Road.  

 

Much has been written on Kerouac’s prose (and poetry) by literary scholars and critics to date. This year marks the 100th 

anniversary of Jack Kerouac’s birth, also known as ‘the Kerouac centennial’, and therefore offers a timely opportunity for 

students to read and discuss this classic of 20th Century letters. Therefore, some supplementary notes and commentary will be 

provided to assist students in their comprehension of the book. Most supplementary notes have been drawn from several 



biographies on Kerouac, notably Gerald Nicosia’s exhaustive Kerouac biography, Memory Babe, as well as other books that have 

analyzed Kerouac’s writing, such as Tim Hunt’s Kerouac’s Crooked Road: Development of a Fiction and Regina Weinreich’s 

Kerouac’s Spontaneous Poetics: A Study of the Fiction and especially Ben Giamo’s Kerouac, The Word and the Way: Prose 

Artist as Spiritual Quester, which focuses on the relationship between literature and religion in Kerouac’s works. To further 

assist students in their elucidation of the text, key excerpts from letters by Neal Cassady and Jack Kerouac, as well as essays 

or short prose pieces written by Kerouac will also be included, taken from Good Blonde & Others. This is to ensure that 

students are equipped with a richer background on the revolutionary new style that Kerouac was attempting to develop and 

introduce to the world of letters at the time. Brief notes or annotations (based on the above secondary-source materials) will 

be provided to assist students as they navigate their way through the text. Finally, a few online videos in which other Kerouac 

biographers or people writing on the beat generation discuss Kerouac’s work and legacy as a prose writer will be included in this 

course to offer students the opportunity to hear other perspectives and opinions on the book from people who have experience 

analyzing these texts before. At the end of the class, students will also be encouraged to watch the On the Road movie, and to 

give a comparative assessment of this work in relation to Kerouac’s original novel.  

 

授業計画（Course Schedule） 

1. Introduction: The Beat Generation, Kerouac & Cassadys 

After explaining the syllabus, assignments (including presentations to be conducted in Lesson 12), the course project and 

course requirements, this session will provide students with basic information on the origins of the beat generation before 

moving on to Kerouac’s own background (childhood and upbringing etc.), his struggles with both alcohol and getting 

published, the public reception of his work (both during his lifetime and afterwards)  and his general artistic aims to 

develop a new form of prose composition, when he set out to write On the Road and other iconoclastic works of prose 

such as Visions of Cody. This class will also give a brief outline of some of the main characters who appear in the novel 

such as Kerouac himself, Neal Cassady, Carolyn Cassady and Luanne Henderson, of which students can choose ONE as 

the focus of their presentation in Lesson 12.  

2. Introduction to the Novel: pp. vii-xxix 

In our second lesson together, we will discuss the Introduction to On the Road by Kerouac biographer, Ann Charters. 

Students will have a chance to discuss the main characters of the novel, Kerouac’s life, as well as other aspects related 

to the beat generation, to give them a grounded understanding before commencing discussion on the novel in the following 

week. Assignment #1 on Neal Cassady’s The Joan Anderson Letter will also be distributed in class (or sent to students by 

email) and the teacher will briefly provide instructions on how students should complete the assignment and by when. 

3. Part 1, Chapters 1-4: pp. 1-31 

In this third lesson, we will begin discussing the novel. This lesson will cover the first 4 chapters of the book. Students will 

be assigned questions on new or difficult vocabulary, clarifying certain key or difficult passages, and one group will be 

asked to briefly summarize these chapters to the class.   

4. Part 1, Chapters 5-10: pp. 32-59 

In our fourth lesson, we will begin by quickly recapping what has happened so far, before going on to our discussions for 

this week. This lesson will cover chapters 5-10. Students will be assigned questions on new or difficult vocabulary, asked 

to clarify certain key or difficult passages, and one group will be asked to briefly summarize these chapters to the class.  

Students will be given a kind reminder that Assignment 1 will be due at the end of the week. Assignment 2 on letters from 

Jack Kerouac to Carolyn Cassady (Dear Carolyn) will also be distributed in this week and the assignment contents, format 

and deadline will also be provided.  

5. Part 1, Chapters 11-14: pp. 60-108 

This class will continue discussing the novel. This week, students will discuss chapters 11-14. This week’s reading task is 

a little heavier than in previous weeks so students are encouraged to read as much as they can. Groups may be assigned 

different chapters so that we can cover all of the content in one lesson. As in previous weeks, students will be put into 

groups and asked a variety of questions on the text, including key themes that have emerged so far. This week, students 

will conclude Part 1 of the novel. 

6. End of Part 1 & Start of Part 2: pp. 109-148 

In Lesson 6, we will begin with a short summary of Part 1 (Chapters 1-14) of the novel. After that, students will then 

discuss the first 6 chapters of Part 2 (Chapters 1-6). To save time, Groups 1, 2 and 3 might be assigned different 

chapters so that we can cover the large amount of content in one class. 

7. Part 2, Chapters 7-11: pp. 149-178 

Students will complete Part 2 (Chapters 7-11) in this lesson. As in previous classes, different groups will be assigned 

questions on key vocabulary, themes, clarifying certain passages, giving ‘character portraits’ and summarizing chapters.  

8. End of Part 2 & Start of Part 3: pp. 179-218 

In this class, students will begin by summarizing Part 2 (and also recalling main points of Part 1, if time allows). Then, 

discussions will turn to a focus on the first 6 chapters of Part 3 of the novel. Students will be given a kind reminder that 

Assignment 2 (Dear Carolyn) will be due for submission at the end of this week. Assignment 3 on One & Only will be 

distributed during this week. As students will be expected to write a short essay for this assignment, an essay sample and 

guidelines will also be provided to help students complete it properly.  



9. End of Part 3: pp. 219-248 

In this lesson, students will cover the second half of Part 3 of the novel (Chapters 7-11). As we move towards the end of 

the novel, students will discuss a new activity: predicting how the novel will end, and what will happen to main characters 

such as Sal Paradise and Dean Moriarty.  

10. Part 4: pp. 249-274 

This lesson will focus on the first 4 chapters of Part 4. Carrying on from the activity in the previous week, students will 

have a chance to revise their predictions for how the novel might end, based on the new content covered and discussed 

this week.  

11. The End of the Road: pp. 275-307 

Students will finish reading On the Road in this lesson. In this lesson, we will cover the remaining chapters of Part 4 and 

the one short chapter of Part 5 that concludes the novel. Students will also be given the option of watching the On the 
Road movie outside of class time, in order to compare it with the novel (one of the essay options on the final written 

exam).  

12. Presentations 

During this week, students will be given the chance to present on ONE of the characters who appears in On the Road, in 

a short 3-minute presentation, providing information on their real lives, as well as details on where they appear in the 

novel and how they are portrayed or represented. If students choose a character who is also a writer or artist, this 

person’s major works or publications should also be briefly mentioned. Students will also be given a kind reminder to 

submit their 4th and final assignment at the end of this week.  

13. Review & Mock Exam  

In our penultimate class for this course, we will look at a few select passages from the novel and a short mock exam (or 

class quiz) will be given to students to prepare for the following week’s final examination. The mock exam will follow the 

exact same format as the final examination. To prepare for the possible essay topics (Section III of the exam), students 

will form groups, share ideas and then present a short group summary to the class. Students should take notes during this 

time, which they can draw upon during the last section (the essay question) of their final examination.  

14. Final Examination 

The final examination will cover all parts of the text listed under this syllabus and supplementary materials covered 

throughout the semester. Students will be given 95 minutes to complete the exam (essentially the full 100 minutes will be 

used but with a 5-minute break between Session 1 (Sections 1 & 2) and Session 2 (Section 3) of the exam). Students 

should come prepared to answer multiple-choice questions, short-answer questions on key themes, motifs or quotations 

from the text or Kerouac’s collected works, and a final essay question. The final examination will follow the exact same 

format as the mock exam conducted in the previous lesson, Lesson 13.  

 

授業時間外（予習・復習等）の学習（Study Required Outside of Class） 

Students should be prepared to analyze the readings using a variety of resources. It is essential that students have read the 

assigned reading sections before attending each class. Supplementary materials (notes, letters, analysis, MP3 audio files and 

videos) will also be provided by the teacher and reading, viewing or listening to these extra materials will offer students a 

chance to enrich their understanding of the primary text. Four assignments and one course project will be assigned and 

students are expected to submit them (or in the case of Assignment #4, present) on time.   

 

成績評価方法・基準（Evaluation） 

最終テスト(Final Test)(30%)/Assignment 1 (Joan Anderson Letter)(10%)/Assignment 2 (Dear Carolyn)(10%)/Assignment 3 (One 

& Only)(10%)/Assignment 4: Presentation(10%)/Course Project(10%)/In-class discussions and participation(20%) 

 

テキスト（Textbooks） 

1. Kerouac, J.. 1991. On the Road. Penguin Classics (ISBN:978-0-14-243725-4) 

Cassady, C. Off the Road: My Years with Cassady, Kerouac, and Ginsberg (William Morrow & Co.: 1990) 

 

参考文献（Readings） 

1. Nicosia, G.. 2022. Memory Babe: A Critical Biography of Jack Kerouac (Centennial Edition). Gerald Nicosia 

2. Gifford, B. & Lee, L.. 2015. Jack's Book: An Oral Biography of Jack Kerouac. Canongate Books Ltd. 

3. Nicosia, G. & Santos, A-M.. 2013. One and Only: The Untold Story of On the Road and LuAnne Henderson, the Woman who 
Started Jack Kerouac and Neal Cassady on their Journey. Viva Editions 

4. Giamo, B.. 2000. Kerouac, The Word and the Way: Prose Artist as Spiritual Quester. Southern Illinois University Press 

5. Hunt, T.. 1981. Kerouac's Crooked Road: Development of a Fiction. Archon Books 

6. Weinreich, R.. 2002. Kerouac's Spontaneous Poetics: A Study of the Fiction. Thunder's Mouth Press 

7. Cassady, N.. 2005. Collected Letters: 1944-1967. Penguin Books 

Kerouac, J. Selected Letters: Volume 1, 1940-1956 (Viking: 1995).  

Kerouac, J. Selected Letters: Volume 2, 1957-1969 (Viking: 1999).  

 

その他（HP 等）（Others(e.g.HP)） 

1. Slide presentations (used during each lecture) and annotated versions of the assigned weekly reading sections will be 



uploaded, on an ad hoc basis, or will be sent to students by e-mail to help them review the text, relevant background 

information and facilitate their understanding of the text. 

2. Students will be asked to choose and read ONE extra book, either by Kerouac, or about Kerouac (biography, literary criticism 

etc.) for their extensive reading course project.  

 

注意事項（Notice） 

 


